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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

The present Office practice is to insist that each claim must be the object of a sentence 
starting with "I (or we) claim," "The invention claimed is" (or the equivalent). See MPEP 
section 608.01 (m). Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of canrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable 
one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. The contact, or possibly to the extent that applicant 
might be trying to claims the contact, the contact holder, and the wire holder, which was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. The relationship between the contact, contact holder, wire holder, and wire is 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. It is not clear how the contacts are held contact holder. If the press fit arms 
are press fit into the holder, then it would be impossible for the wires to be inserted onto 
the contacts somehow. How the wire holder relates to the contact holder is not clearly 
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described. How the contacts relate to the wire holder is vague and contradictorily 
described throughout the specification. No figures are shown to explain what the 
relationship is of the wires to the contacts or the wire holder. One with ordinary skill in 
the art could only speculate as to how the device is made or assembled or used. In 
addition, the contact including arms of "curved, polygonal, elliptical, L-section, U- 
section, or C-section were not described in the specification in such a way as to enable 
one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. First, it is not clear what "section" refers too. What was 
disclosed appears to be a cylindrical temiinal. It is not clear what "section" means here 
or what the curved, polygonal, elliptical, L-section, U-section, or C-sections are. 
The curved, polygonal, elliptical, circular, L-section, U-section, or C-sections were not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Nevertheless, the to the extent possible, the claims are examined on the merits. 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. In particular, applicant claims "a contact" 

throughout, but limitations regarding the wire holder and contact holder are also 

included in the claims. Though in fact, nothing is positively claimed, the claims begin 

with "a contact" and "the contact" so the examiner assumes for the purposes of analysis 
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that the applicant is attempting to claim a contact. The limitations regarding the wire 
holder and contact holder are given little weight since the holders are not positively 
claimed. 

Regarding claims 1-17, the limitations that the contact has arms of "curved, 
polygonal, elliptical, circular, L-section. U-section, or C-section are indefinite. What do 
these terms mean? The contact as shown is a cylindrical contact. What section is 
being referred to? What does applicant mean by "section" here? The limitations are 
given little weight. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 and 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

(e) the invention was described in — 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an intemational application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a); 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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eiaims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peterson 
'647. Peterson '873, Cieniawa et al. ("Cieniawa"), and Lehner. As best understood by 
the examiner, Peterson '647, Peterson '873, Cieniawa, and Lehner disclose a contact 
such as disclosed and claimed by applicant. Minor variations in the "section" of the 
contacts and other minor changes in the contacts would have been a matter of 
engineering design choice. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




